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BSE prepares for Industrial Revolution Conference

The Bahrain Society of Engineers
(BSE) is finalizing preparations for
the first conference of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution to be held next
month.

The event, under the theme,
Revolution Transformations and the
Capacities of the GCC Countries in
the Face of Industrial Changes, will
be held from February from 19 to 21
under the patronage of the Minister
of QOil Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa
Al Khalifa.

The conference is being organized
in coordination with the National Oll
and Gas Authority and the support
of local, regional and international
companies. Other interested people,
including technicians, experts,
specialists, representatives of
universities and specialized training
institutes in this field are also taking
part.

“The conference and the
accompanying exhibition will be a
meeting point between professionals

LR

and decision-makers in the use of
digital technologies,” said conference
president Dr. Haitham Al-Qahtani.
“What distinguishes the fourth
industrial revolution is the use of
digital technologies such as artificial
intelligence, the Internet, virtual reality
and processing of large information in
service and productivity processes.”

Representatives and companies from
15 countries have already confirmed

their participation in the conference
and accompanying exhibition. These
include Bahrain, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Malaysia, Egypt, Britain,
South Africa and Japan. Bahrain will
have about 15 papers presented at
the event. The conference will feature
11 key speakers from these countries.

BSE hosts symposium on specialized groups

The Bahrain Society of Engineers
(BSE) organized a symposium,
aimed at introducing members to its
rules and regulations as well as to
discuss forming specialized groups
under the society’s umbrella.

BSE President Dr. Dheya Tawfiqi said
this is part of the plan put in place
when the new Board of Directors took
charge, under which it was proposed
to get different specialties in the
engineering field form specialized
groups.

“This event has been designed
specifically to present the proposal to
all members and to elicit their views,
so that appropriate decisions could
be taken,” he said.

Dr. Tawfigi said the society now
has 2,200 members from various
engineering disciplines. “We hope
with this proposal, we could work
on specialization of the society’s

activities to make maximum use of
members’ abilities and focus on each
specialty”

In the first phase, it has been
suggested to form three separate
divisions — one each for architecture,
electrical engineering and civil
society.

Members who attended commended
the board’s proposal to form these
engineering divisions and said many

of them fell in these categories.
However, they had varied views
on the formation of divisions or
subcommittees under the umbrella of
the society.

Some of the members called
for including engineers in other
disciplines, like  communication

engineers and others, a proposal
the Board of Directors said it would
consider.
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The Bahrain Society of Engineers
(BSE) organized a field trip to
Masdar City in Abu Dhabi, the first
city based entirely on clean energy.
Fourty-two engineers from various
engineering specialties were part of
the delegation.

“The aim of the visit was to provide
engineers with the opportunity
to learn about the largest clean
engineering  architectural  project
in the GCC and to know about the
importance of such projects so
that we could benefit,” said BSE’s
Activities and Community Services
Committee Director Reem Khalfan.

She said Bahrain has the necessary
resources to build such a project. “We
are making great strides in activating
the fields of technology and benefiting
from our natural energy such as wind
and solar energy.”

The delegation was introduced to
the use of solar energy, architectural
design and materials to build the city,
and for the first of its kind eco-friendly
driverless car.

The BSE group also visited a
architectural landmarks like the

BSE delegation visits Masdar City

Louvre Museum, the Al-Dar Tower
and the Crimean Reserve, a nature
reserve, as well as the Sheikh
Zayed Mosque, an architectural
masterpiece.

The BSE’s Committee on Information
and Public Relations prepared a
questionnaire aimed at eliciting
the views of the participants. The
questions dealt with the purpose of
the visit, the opinion of the participant
and the possibility of implementing
such a project in Bahrain.

On the first question, the participants
said it were an occasion to take part
in the BSE’s activities, in addition to
making use of practical examples
of energy and water saving in
modern cities. They said the purpose
was also to see the experience
of Masdar City, specifically in the
area of sustainability, as well as
exchanging views and experiences
with specialists.

Many of the participants found that
Masdar City project helps to identify
different ways to rationalize energy
and water consumption, as well as
creates a clean climatic environment.
Some of them found said they found

it feasible to replicate such projects
in other cities, especially since it
stimulates sustainable development
of the environment.

On whether Bahrain is capable of
implementing such a project, most
participants said it would be possible
provided there is a team that has
the full support at the highest levels.
Others said it would be possible as
part of a public-private partnership
and should include other energy
technologies such as wind, sea
waves and others.

Some others said it would be feasible
to implement a similar project in
Bahrain using the same strategy
used in Masdar City.
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